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Thucydides

History of the Peloponnesian Wars

Books 7-8

pp.478-605
1. (7.4) What was the chief reason for the deterioration of the Athenian army?

2. (7.11) In his letter how did Nicias describe the Athenian situation in Sicily?
3. (7.14) In his letter how does Nicias describe the Athenian character in Athens?
4. (7.22-24) What happened at Plemmyrium and why was it so significant?
5. (7.27) What was one chief reason for the decline of Athenian power in Greece? 

6. (7.36) How did the various changes made by the Syracusan navy help their cause? 

7. (7.47-49) Why didn’t Nicias want to leave Syracuse after the disastrous defeat of Epipolae?
8. (7.50) Why did Nicias abort the attempted retreat from Sicily?

9. (7.65) How did the Syracusans guard against the Athenian grappling-irons? 

10. (7.70-71) What was the outcome of the sea battle in Syracuse harbor?
11. (7.71) What did the army on shore do as they watched?

12. (7.73-74) How did the Sicilians prevent the nighttime overland escape of the Athenians?

13. (7.75) What was the condition of the Athenian troops in their overland march?

14. (7.85-87) What finally happened to Nicias and Demosthenes?

15. (7.85-87) What is Thucydides’ judgment of Nicias’ life?

16. (8.1-2) What was the reaction on all sides to the Athenian defeat at Sicily?

17. (8.15) Why were the Athenians so concerned about the revolt of Chios?

18. (8.47) What did Alcibiades do to try to ensure his return to Athens?
19. (8.48) What was Phrynichus’ response to the counsel of Alcibiades?
20. (8.53) How did Pisander convince the people to recall Alcibiades and adopt oligarchy?
21. (8.68) Who was Antiphon and how did he demonstrate his shrewdness?
22. (8.86) What great act of service did Alcibiades perform for his country?

23. (8.96) What differences in national characters helped the Athenians? 

24. (8.97) What does Thucydides think of the new government after the overthrow of 400?
25. (8.97) What happened to Alcibiades? 
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